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SUBJECT: WESTERN SAHARA CONPLICT: SAHARAN SUMMIT 

REFS: ALGIERS 1389 AND RELATED CABLES PROM NEIGHBORING POSTS, 

BAMAKO 2128 

1 . IN A MEETING LAST WEEK WITH SEYDOU TRAORE, SECRETARY GENERAL 
OP THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN APPAIRS, I MENTIONED THAT IN NEIGHBOR- 
ING CAPITALS THERE WAS TALK OF A SECRET MEETING HELD IN BAMAKO 
BETWEEN BOUMEDIENE AND OULD DADDAH ON THE WESTERN SAHARA CONPLICT, 
BUT THAT IT SEEMED NOT BE BE A TOPIC OP DISCUSSION HERE. 

2. THE SECRETARY GENERAL RESPONDED THAT THE MEETING HAD NOT 
TAKEN PLACE. THE MALIANS HAD, HOWEVER, IN PACT TRIED TO SET UP 
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SUCH AN ENCOUNTER IN BAMAKO AND HAD DONE QUITE A LOT OF TRAVELING 
BACK AND PORTH IN THE PROCESS. BUT MALI HAD EVENTUALLY ABANDONED 
THE EPPORT BECAUSE NEITHER SIDE WOULD BUDGE AN INCH PROM ITS RIGID 
POSITION. BOTH KEPT SAYING, "YES, WE WISH TO NEGOTIATE WITHOUT 
PRECONDITIONS, BUT...." IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, MALI CONSIDERED ANY 
SECRET MEETING IN BAMAKO WAS DOOMED TO PAILURE AND THOUGHT IT 
BETTER NOT TO HAVE IT ALL INASMUCH AS A PAILURE WOULD REALLY 
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CLOSE THE DOORS TO NEGOTIATION. HE MADE NO REEERENCE TO THE LONG- 
AWAITED SAHARAN SUMMIT. 

3. THEN TWO DAYS LATER, THE NEW EOREIGN MINISTER, ALIOUNE BLONDIN 
BEYE, SAID TO BE IN A CASUAL CONVERSATION CONCERNING HIS SCHEDULE 
THAT THE SAHARAN STATES WOULD MEET HERE EROM JUNE 24 TO JUNE 28, 
PROCEEDING FROM EXPERTS, TO FOREIGN MINISTERS, TO CHIEFS OF STATE. 

4. SO WHEN I NEXT SAW THE SECRETARY GENERAL, ON JUNE 6, 1 ASKED 
ABOUT THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT. HE CONFIRMED THE MEETING WOUED TAKE 
PLACE ON THE DATES CITED. I INQUIRED WHETHER ALL CHIEFS OF STATES 
WOULD ATTEND. HE REPLIED, "YES, IN PRINCIPLE". 

5. COMMENT: MALIANS ARE NOT VERY FORTHCOMING. 

BYRNE 
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